Personal Experiences:
I have enjoyed a long career in software development, consulting, database design, management and teaching. My wife, who is a Nurse Practitioner, and I both retired at the end of last year. I am teaching part time at Morton College. I expect to use my experience at Capella to determine my next career -- although I think it will be teaching.

Educational Background:
BS Mathematics, Oberlin College, 1970. (From this you should be able to guess that I am 55 years old)

Hobbies and Interests:

Baroque music, choir, software development, personal finance [image: image1.png]



Course Expectations for TS7000 Tech Communications

Comment: 
I expect that this course will help me improve my writing skills and will help me to plan my future career. I would like to learn how to improve the clarity of difficult technical material without removing essential information. I also need to learn how to properly reference material that I include in my writing. I have been out of school for over thirty years and I need to reacquire this skill. Finally, I expect that discussions in this class will guide me in my selection of future courses at Capella.

Unit 1 – Discussion 0 Hello from Chicago

This is my second course with Capella. I am also taking Programming Strategies (Java) this semester. I have enjoyed a long career in software development, consulting, database design, management and teaching. My wife, who is a Nurse Practitioner, and I both retired at the end of last year. I am teaching computer courses part time at Morton College in Cicero, Illinois. I am the volunteer Webmaster for the North Shore Choral Society Web Site where I use such sophisticated editors as Microsoft Notepad and Word. I expect this course to help me to improve this site and to increase my enjoyment in maintaining it.

Unit 1 Discussion 1 – Background and learning needs



1. Computer Usage Abilities – I have been using computers steadily since 1965.  I have a lot of experience working around things that “shouldn’t happen”.

2. Web-related Experience – I worked for an Internet startup company and was involved in building a Web Site that searched a large database of businesses using HTML, Cold Fusion, Microsoft SQL Server, C++ and (just before the company ceased to exist) Java.  My strongest skills are in people management, database management and database administration.  (Yes – I know you can’t really manage people.  You just provide a good environment, tools, training, a good architecture, and “dispute resolution”.  Then you either get out of the way or assign yourself a good tough technical problem) 

3. Web Technology and Management – I have HTML experience.  My database and mathematical skills are good. I understand how to use “middleware” such as ASP, Cold Fusion and PHP. My artistic skills leave much to be desired.  I haven’t a clue how to layout a good Web Page and I don’t have experience manipulating images.  I have enough project management experience to know the joys of coaxing artists and engineers to appreciate each others’ strong points and idiosyncrasies. 
4. Learning Needs – I teach an HTML course at a community college. I plan to use what I learn in this course to add material that goes beyond HTML mechanics.  I volunteer to maintain a web site for a non-profit organization (North Shore Choral Society) and I anticipate this course will motivate me to make major improvements to this site.
