U8D1 Hosting

I am going to discuss hosting considerations for three situations:

1. The North Shore Choral Society Web Site that I manage

2. A possible personal site

3. A small company with a very large database.

YOU CAN STOP SKIP THE THIRD ONE UNLESS YOU WOULD ENJOY AN INTERNET BUBBLE STORY.

In all of these cases, I would give advance consideration to what I would have to do to leave the service I selected and move to another service.  Most services will obtain your domain name for you as “part of the deal”.  I might want to obtain my own domain name so I had control over the administration of the name and would not have to depend on my existing service provider if I wanted to point the domain name to a different IP address.

1. The North Shore Choral Society Web Site is hosted at the North Shore Suburban Library Northstarnet server.  This virtual hosting arrangement works out well. It is a free service and the support through local public libraries is good. Disk space and data transfer rates are not a concern because all the non-profit organizations hosted on the Northstarnet servers are small operations and there are no current policies limiting disk or communications line use. Northstarnet forbids e-commerce.  If the North Shore Choral Society should in the future decide to sell tickets through their Web Site, new hosting arrangements would be required.

2. Any business I would start would involve technical consulting and would not be designed to grow to a large size. Therefore, I certainly would not want to get into the 24/7-support business.  I would not run lines from two separate power substations to my house nor would I contract with two separate communications providers to make sure my Web Site was highly available.  You can tell from this that I would go for a virtual hosting solution.  Since my volume and disk space use would be low, I could select on price.  However, I notice that my current Internet Service Provider, speakeasy.net, has a reasonable deal (costs less than yahoo but more than the cheapest provider) and I have experienced good support from them so I would select them as my hosting service. 

3. I worked for a small startup company that changed hosting arrangements multiple times and thought it would be interesting to explain how and why the hosting decisions were made.  The company took listings of all businesses in the United States and enhanced these listings by keying in information from the ads the businesses placed in the Yellow Pages.  The database then became searchable by all the information in the ad as well as business name and category.  The first host was selected because it provided good availability (multiple sources of electricity, 24 hour support etc.) and because it was within walking distance of company headquarters.  This was important because the database was huge and could not be practically transmitted over communications lines.  This was a collocation arrangement. The charge for co-location was less than the charge for virtual hosting because of the size of the database.  The second host was selected because the business model changed and it was anticipated that as a destination site, we would need higher communications capacity than the first host provided.  Also, the venture capital firm demanded that we host at a nationally recognized Internet Service Provider.  This was also a collocation arrangement.  The next change involved moving the site back in-house.  The business model changed back to leasing the data to others as opposed to being a destination site.  As a result, the site availability requirements and communications needs were greatly reduced – not to mention that the Internet bubble had burst and there was no money to pay to the hosting company.

Pick two of the three topics below and discuss how you would/will use or implement them on your site. Include the business rationale for your choices. 
Using "metas" for Search Engines. 
Content Management. 
Link Management.

I plan to implement manual content management on my site.  I have no current need to target multiple device types from a single content database.  Currently, I am the only person maintaining the site.  I zip the entire site into a single file monthly and maintain a complete copy on my home computer.  Later this year, I plan to turn the weekly newsletter update over to another person but manual procedures should suffice for controlling updates to the site.  I found a good “pitch” for content management software with good explanations of features at  www.ektron.com.

I also plan to implement meta keywords to help search engines find my site.  I had some keywords previously but I discovered that I wiped them out when I applied my template in Dreamweaver.  It appears I made a bad decision in mapping data from the HEAD section.  I will go to my October backup to get the keywords.

My site has very few links to the outside.  It would be useful to verify that these links are still valid.  I will consider writing software in Java to do this as part of my Integrative Project.  If a need arises before then, I can look for existing software to verify links.
