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Squash an odd Excel charting bug
that could drive you crazy

By Susan Harkins(/search?q=susan+harkins) February 17, 2012, 10:32 AM PST
Takeaway: If Excel fails to recognize a series, check the heading rows in the data range before
reaching for a hammer.

The easiest way to chart Excel data is to select the data range and press [F11]-instant chart! Unfortunately, the
resulting chart can be a bit off and if you’re in a hurry, you might not even notice the problem: sometimes Excel
fails to interpret a series correctly. For example, the following chart fails to recognize the year series in column
A correctly.
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But why? Everything seems to be in order, and it doesn’t matter how you generate the chart. Whether you
select A1:M4 and press [F11] or click the appropriate chart type from the Insert tab, Excel fails to chart the
series in the left-most column correctly. Even the legend defaults to Series 1, Series 2, and so on, instead of
using the year values in column A.

This problem is frustrating, and you could spend a lot of time trying to fix the resulting chart with no success.
You might try to recreate the chart. You might even try a different chart type, but it just won’t matter.
Unfortunately, most of the changes you make won’t correct the chart, and you could waste a lot of time trying.

The problem is the string, Year, in A1. If there’s a value in the upper-left corner of the data set (A1 in this case),
Excel fails to chart the data correctly. The fix is simple: remove the string in cell A1 and generate the chart
again. As you can see in the chart below, that’s the only change—the string Year is gone.
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Don’t spend time trying to figure this one out. The key is to recognize what’s happening when you see it in
action. Just apply the workaround and continue on.

About Susan Harkins

Susan Sales Harkins is an IT consultant, specializing in desktop solutions. Previously, she was editor in chief for

T
P

he Cobb Group, the world's largest publisher of technical journals.
eople who read this...

Automatically add new data to an Excel chart(http://www.techrepublic.com/forum/discussions/102-
237119?tag=btxcsim)

Tip: Don't forget to cancel multiple sheet selections(http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/tip-dont-
forget-to-cancel-multiple-sheet-selections-/282?tag=btxcsim)

Office challenge: Why is Excel creating two decimal places for input

values?(http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/office-challenge-why-is-excel-creating-two-decimal-
places-for-input-values/4 354 ?tag=btxcsim)

Five tips for working efficiently with Excel's fill handle(http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/five-apps/five-
tips-for-working-efficiently-with-ex cels-fill-handle /987 ?tag=btx csim)
Convert and format values into decimal values that Excel can interpret as

time(http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/convert-and-format-values-into-decimal-values-that-
excel-can-interpret-as-time/6362?tag=btxcsim)

techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/squash-an-odd-excel-charting-bug-that-could-drive-you-crazy/73572t... 2/2



